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IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please AMEND claims 1,12, 14, and 15 in accordance with the following: 

1 . (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A pouch type secondary battery comprising; 

an electrode assembly having positive and negative electrode plates with a separator 
interposed therebetween, and positive and negative electrode terminals extending from the 
positive and negative electrode plates, respectively; 

a pouch casing having a space in which the electrode assembly is housed to be sealed, 
a seal portion provided at the periphery of the space, and at least one of the positive and 
negative electrode terminals exposed to the seal portion; and 

at least one opening member disposed at a position of the seal portion and made of a 
resin material having a lower melting point than the seal portion of the pouch casing, 

wherein a thickness of the opening member in a direction perpendicular to the seal 
portion is Jess than a half of a width of the seal portion in the same direction at the position of the 
seal portion where the opening member is disposed w horoin a thioknoss - of th e op e ning m erobef 
ift- cKl i fcotlon perp e ndicu l ar to th e seal port i on i s les c than a ha l frof - tho w i dth of th e se a l port ie n r 
suoh that, at - a - posit i on of the seal portion whoro tho oponing mombo H S^I i spos e d, a s e ction of 
the coa l portion that is at least ao wido qo tho opening moroboHs ^ foFrood T 

2. (ORIGINAL) The pouch type secondary battery according to claim 1 , wherein 
the opening member has a flattened first end, the flattened first end facing the space of the 
pouch casing. 

3. (ORIGINAL) The pouch type secondary battery according to claim 2, wherein 
the first end is connected to an internal end of the seal portion facing the space of the seal 
portion at which the opening member is disposed. 

4. (ORIGINAL) The pouch type secondary battery according to claim 1 , wherein 
the opening member is polygon shaped. 

5. (ORIGINAL) The pouch type secondary battery according to claim 4, wherein 
the opening member is triangular, wherein one side of a triangle faces an interior side of the seal 
portion at which the opening member is disposed, and an angle opposite the side is in a range 
of 30 to 80°. 
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6. (ORIGINAL) The pouch type secondary battery according to claim 1 , wherein 
the opening member is circular, elliptical or semi-circular. 

7-8, (CANCELLED) 

9. (ORIGINAL) The pouch type secondary battery according to claim 1 , wherein 
the positive and negative electrode terminals are spaced a predetermined distance apart from 
each other to be exposed outside the pouch casing via the seal portion, and the opening 
member is interposed between the positive and negative electrode terminals of the seal portion. 

1 0. (ORIGINAL) The pouch type secondary battery according to claim 1 , wherein 
the pouch casing has an adhesion layer made of a resin material on an internal face of the seal 
portion, and the opening member is made of a resin material having a lower melting point than a 
melting point of the adhesion layer. 

11. (ORIGINAL) The pouch type secondary battery according to claim 10, wherein 
the opening member is made of a polyethylene resin material. 

12. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A pouch type secondary battery having a pouch seal 
portion, comprising: 

at least one opening member of the pouch seal portion at a position along the pouch seal 
portion , the at least one opening member having a triangle shape and comprising a resin 
material having a lower melting point than a melting point of the pouch seal portion, 

wherein a thickness of the opening member in a direction perpendicular to the seal 
portion is less than a half of a width of the seal portion in the same direction at the position of the 
seal portion where the opening member is disoosed w h o roi n a th i oknooo - of tho op e n i ng m e mb e r 
i R - a direct i on p e rpendicular to tho pouch coal portion i sr tess4han - g - half of th e w i dth of tho pouGh 
soal portion, such that, at a posit i on of th e pouch se al po rti on whoro thc - opcning m e mb e r i s 
dispos e d, a - s e ct i on of th e pouch -seal portion th a t i s at loast as wtelo - as - the opening mombcr is 

13. (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) The pouch type secondary battery of claim 12, 
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wherein one side of the triangle shape faces an interior side of the pouch seal portion at which 
the opening member is disposed, and an angle opposite the side is in a range of 30 to 80°, 

14. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A pouch type secondary battery including an 
electrode assembly having positive and negative electrode plates with a separator interposed 
therebetween, and positive and negative electrode terminals extending from the positive and 
negative electrode plates, respectively, the battery comprising: 

a casing having an interior in which the electrode assembly is housed; 

a seal portion provided at the periphery of the casing to seal the casing, at least one of 
the positive and negative electrode terminals being exposed to the seal portion; and 

a member, disposed at a position along t he seal portion, made of a material having a 
lower melting point than that of the seal portion such that the member melts when a temperature 
of the interior of the casing increases beyond the melting point of the member material such that 
the seal portion is unable to seal the casing, 

wherein a thickness of the member in a direction perpendicular to the seal portion is less 
than a half of a width of the seal portion in the same direction at the position of the seal portion 
where the opening member is dispo_sed w horoin - a - th i okn e sB of th e m e mb e p - in a direction 
porp e nd i cular to th e 6e a <- portion is l oss than a ha l f of th e width of tho coa l portion r ouoh that, at a 
pos i tion of tho Goal portion whoro - tho - mombOH s- dispos e d, a s e ct i on of tho Goal portion - that io ot 
least-as-wido as tho mombor i c formed . 

15. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A pouch type secondary battery having a pouch seal 
portion, comprising: 

a member of the pouch seal portion at a position along the pouch seal portion , the 
member having a triangle shape and comprising a resin material having a lower melting point 
than a melting point of the pouch seal portion such that the member melts when a temperature 
of the interior of the battery increases beyond the melting point of the member material such that 
the pouch seal portion is unable to seal the casing, 

wherein a thickness of the member in a direction perpendicular to the seal portion is less 
than a half of a width of the seal portion in the same direction at the position of the seal portion 
where the opening member is disoose dw her e in a th i ckncosoRho m e mb e r i n a dir e cti on 
porpendicute F- to - th e seal portion is l e ss than a h a l f of the width of tho pouch s e al port i on, eueh 
that, at a position o £&e- pouch coa l portion whoro tho m e mber ig-ctis posod - , - a sect i on of th e 
pouch sea l- portion that is at l e ast a s- wido qg tho member io formed . 



PAGE 6/10 1 RCVD AT 713/2006 12:29:30 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0-ff XRF-2/3* ONIS:27K300 1 CSID:202 216 9510 1 DURATION (mifc5s):03-20 



